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 The sixth annual Spooktacular is history! I want 
to thank all of the musicians involved in this 
concert for their fantastic job and congratulate 
them on a terrific performance both on the stage 
and as audience members. Thank you to all of 
the families who donated candy, helped with our 
pre-concert events, and for attending the con-
cert. I would like to recognize Joanna Stai-
koff for helping with all of the concert details 
that ranged from organizing parents to passing 
out candy and programs. I would also like to 
recognize Jayne Trautman for purchasing 
many of the candy bags, and Melissa Rohr-
er for getting the glow sticks. This has become 
a “team effort” in every sense of the phrase. 
Special thanks to the Art Club, Drama Club 
Tech Team, Key Club, Orchestra Boosters, Jim 
Procuk, Scott Lupan and the custodial staff, Ka-
thy Evans, and Seballos Pastries. I hope I did 
not leave anyone out and if I did, I am very sorry 
and please accept my sincerest thanks.  
On Tuesday, Oct. 25, the Chamber Orchestra 
was invited to perform at Twinsburg High 
School (THS) at its fall concert. Mr. Damon 
Conn of Twinsburg High School was very im-
pressed with our musical abilities and very 
complimentary of our students’ politeness and 
general behavior while at THS. Our orchestra 
students were excellent ambassadors of  
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WELCOME! 
By Melissa Rohrer,  
Orchestra Boosters President 
 

elcome to the second edition of 
“News of Note.” This issue and the 
remaining newsletters for the year 

(February and May) will be accessible online 
only.  Families will be sent an email reminder 
when the newsletter is available. 
I want to take a moment to thank all our volun-
teers. All of your help is greatly appreciated. 
There are a lot of “behind the scenes” jobs that 
Boosters do to help make the orchestra pro-
gram a success.  It is never too late to volun-
teer. You can contact any Booster, or send a 
note to class with your student, and your name 
will be added to the volunteer list. 
I also want to thank all the Orchestra Sponsors 
for their support. Money brought in from spon-
sorships benefit the orchestra students by 
funding instruments, social events, the annual 
end-of-year banquet, the John Bowers Me-
morial Award and the biennial performance trip 
to New York City. The students also have had 
the privilege of being taught by outstanding 
guest clinicians in the years alternating with the 
performance trip. 
With the holidays coming up, there are a lot of 
events and performance opportunities for the 
students in the orchestra program.  Please see 
the remaining articles in the “News of Note” for 
events and dates to remember.   
 
Melissa Rohrer 
(440)546-1467 
melissa_rohrer@sbcglobal.net
 

W 
From the 
Podium 

 
By Steve Cocchiola, 

Orchestra Director 

Next Orchestra Boosters meeting: 
Nov. 21, 7 p.m., Music Classroom 

Come 15 minutes early to socialize! 
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From the Podium 
Continued from page 1   
 
BBHHS and represented not only the orchestra and music 
departments, but the entire school.  
 
As we look forward to the Holiday Concert on Thursday, 
Dec.15, music for String and Concert Orchestras has 
been selected by the members of those groups through a 
listening process that pared down a list of over 20 selec-
tions to four per group.  
 
Chamber Orchestra makes up Symphonic Orchestra, 
which is optional for String and Concert Orchestra mem-
bers. Winds and percussionists from Wind Ensemble 
complete the group.  String and Concert Orchestra stu-
dents who want to participate in Symphonic Orchestra 
must be able to attend the three evening rehearsals that 
are scheduled, from 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. on the following 
dates:   Monday, Dec. 5; Wednesday, Dec. 7; and 
Wednesday, Dec. 14. 
 
Congratulations to our students who were accepted into 
the Northeast Region Orchestra, and special congratula-
tions to Abby Smith (concertmaster of BBHHS Chamber 
Orchestra), who also qualified for All State Orchestra. It is 
a tremendous accomplishment and honor, being se-
lected from a large number of young musicians from all 
over Ohio.  I am extremely proud of all 13 BBHHS stu-
dents who auditioned.  (See sidebar at left for details.) 
 
The orchestra program kicked off its holiday catalog fund- 
raiser on Oct. 21.  The sale will run for two weeks, with 
orders due Friday, Nov. 4. The money raised can be used 
toward future trips, or to help offset the costs of the stu-
dents’ orchestra uniform.  
 
The orchestra outfits have been ordered for new students 
to the program and those who have moved into Chamber 
Orchestra this year. Parents will be sent an invoice with 
the cost of the uniform around Nov.15, with the payment 
due by Dec. 9.  The Chamber Orchestra dresses are $60; 
Concert/String Orchestra skirts cost $40.  The boys’ tux 
pants are $25, and the tux shirt, cummerbund and 
tie used by Chamber guys as well as the Concert and 
String Orchestra girls and guys will total $27 for the set.   
Here are the totals:  Chamber Girls $60; Chamber Boys 
$52; Concert/String Girls $67; Concert/String Boys $52.    
 

 

Congratulations  
to NERO Players 

Eight BBHHS orchestra students 
were selected for the 2011 Northeast 
Region Orchestra, administered by 
the Ohio Music Education Associa-
tion.  Auditions were in September. 

In the first violin section is Abby 
Smith, who also was named to the 
OMEA All State Orchestra.  In the 
second violins are Taylor Basnett 
and Tim Klima; in the viola section 
are Matt Adrianowycz, Hannah Ol-
sen, and Stephanie Swedik; and in 
the cello section is Mark Williams. 
Christine Soong also was selected 
for first violins and named All State 
Alternate, but withdrew because of a 
schedule conflict.   

The regional orchestra will perform 
on Sunday, Nov. 6 at 3:30 p.m. in the 
Music Building at Cleveland State 
University.  The program will consist 
of:  Five Variants on Dives and Laza-
rus by Ralph Vaughan-Williams; 
Adagietto from Symphony No. 5 by 
Gustav Mahler; and Sinfonia II by Fe-
lix Mendelssohn.                         

Dr. Kathleen Horvath, Associate Pro-
fessor of Music Education at Case 
Western Reserve University, will di-
rect the orchestra.   

This year’s orchestra is limited to 
strings, because not enough students 
auditioned on other instruments to 
form a full symphonic orchestra, ac-
cording to Roberto Iriarte, Hudson 
High School orchestra director and 
chair of OMEA’s Northeast Region.  
He attributed the lack of participation 
to conflicts with other music events 
on the weekend of the concert. 

The All State Orchestra will play at 
the OMEA’s annual conference, Feb. 
16-18 in Columbus. 
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2011-2012 Orchestra Calendar 
 (All meeting sites are in the High School unless otherwise noted.) 

 
 Date  Event     Time  Location 
 
Oct. 24   Orchestra Boosters Meeting   7:00 pm   Music Class Room (059)  
Nov. 5     NE Regional Orch. Rehearsal   9 am-4 pm    Cleveland State University  
Nov. 6     NE Regional Orch. Concert   3:30 pm     CSU/Music Building  
Nov. 17     COYO Orchestra Concert    7:30 pm  Auditorium 
Nov. 21   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Media Center  
Dec. 5  Symphonic Orch. Rehearsal 6:00-8:30 pm Music Room 
Dec. 7  Symphonic Orch. Rehearsal 6:00-8:30 pm Music Room 
Dec. 12   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Music Classroom (059)  
Dec. 14 Symphonic Orch. Rehearsal 6:00-8:30 pm Music Room 
Dec. 15   Holiday Concert         7:00 pm   Auditorium  
Jan. 23   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Music Classroom (059)  
Jan. 26   TRI-M Recital     7:00 pm   Auditorium 
Jan. 28   OMEA Solo & Ensemble     all day     TBA 
Feb. 3-4   Ticket to Broadway (Quartet)   7:00 pm   Auditorium  
Feb. 7   8th grade parent orientation   7:00 pm   Music Room  
Feb. 16-18 OMEA All State Convention   Columbus 
Feb. 27   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Music Classroom (059)  
March 2   OMEA State Adjudication     TBA     BBHHS / Co-Host   
March 8     HS/MS Festival of Orchestras   7:00 pm   Auditorium  
March 20   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Music Classroom (059)  
April 16   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Music Classroom (059) 
April 27-28 Spring Musical   7:00 pm Auditorium 
May 21   Orchestra Boosters meeting   7:00 pm   Music Classroom (059)  
May 25   Spring Concert         7:00 pm   Auditorium  
May 29   Orchestra banquet        6:30 pm   St. Michael’s Woodside  
June 2   Commencement (Quartet)    2:00 pm   State Theater 
 
 
  
 

Additional playing opportunities… 
 
Fiddle Group:  This ensemble, which meets on Tuesdays from 2:30 - 3:15 p.m., in the 
high school music wing, plays unique selections from diverse genres under the direction 
of Mrs. Jennifer O’Neal, orchestra director at BBH Middle School and Central School.  
The group’s first meeting was Oct. 18, but new members are always welcome, and no 
auditions are required.   
 
Volunteer Performance: Orchestra students looking for service opportunities can sign 
up to entertain visitors touring Hower House, a Victorian mansion in Akron, from 1:30 –  
4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 11.  Performers can be soloists or ensembles, filling 15-minute 
slots.  Orchestra Booster parents will chaperone.  For more information about Hower 
House, visit:  http://www3.uakron.edu/howerhse/ 
 

http://www3.uakron.edu/howerhse/
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Senior Spotlight  

Get to know some of our musicians in their final year! The 
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���H�[�F�H�U�S�W�V���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶���F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�V��

on the ProBoards online orchestra forum. 

Jessica Hackerd , a cellist in Chamber Orchestra, switched 
to cello midway through eighth grade, after three years of 
playing viola.  Jessica also plays piano, organ, lap harp and 
viola, and wants to learn violin and french horn.  Jessica is a member of International 
Club, German Club, Chinese Club, Key Club, Project Support, S.A.F.E., and Fiddle 
Club.  She plans to double major in astrophysics and aerospace engineering, and to 
minor in German and Chinese.  Her goal is to work internationally, most likely in the 
East (China, Vietnam, Japan or South Korea).  Fun facts:  Her middle name is Fawn; 
she is obsessed with Math; she has three dogs; and loves music and planning things. 

Megan Rohrer  started playing violin in fourth grade and is a 
member of Chamber Orchestra, NHS, Drama Club, and Key Club.  
Outside of school she is involved in the youth and music programs 
at her church, where she is on the Music Board.  She plays in her 
church bell choir and sings in the choir, where she is a frequent 
soloist.  In addition, she is the assistant director of the youth bell 
choir program and directs the K-1 choir. Megan is unsure of her 
major in college, but is considering nursing or education.  Fun facts:  
Megan is lactose intolerant, has �³the coolest brother in the whole 
wide world�  ́and probably has had Strep more times than others 
have had the common cold. 

 
Erin Schaffeld  has played viola since fourth grade, and this is her fourth year in the 
BBHHS Chamber Orchestra. She also serves as corresponding secretary for the 
orchestra program. Erin spends most of her time playing golf for the BBHHS varsity 
team and working at Panera. She is a member of German Club, NHS and Tri-M, and 
participates in pit for the spring musicals.  In college she would like to study chemical 
engineering, biomedical engineering, pharmacy or pre-med.   Fun facts:  Erin loves roller 
coasters, broccoli cheddar soup, and getting better every day. 
 
Christine Soong , a violinist for 12 years, is in her fourth year in Chamber.  She is 
treasurer of NHS, Tri-M, and Science Olympiad.  She runs cross country and track, and 
participates in many clubs like Key, Chinese, and SAFE Club. In college, Christine plans 
to major in biomedical engineering and possibly minor in computer science. 
 

 

Stephanie Swedik, orchestra president and violist in Chamber, has played the 
instrument since fourth grade.  She also plays violin, flute and piccolo and has started to 
pick up the guitar over the past year.  Stephanie is a member of NHS, Tri-M, HUDDLE, 
Band, Drama Club and Fiddle Club.   She was previously active in Ski Club and a 
member of the tennis team.  She plans to attend Miami University, Kent State or Ohio 
State University to major in biology and minor in music.  Fun facts:   Stephanie has a 
passion for scrapbooking, and has one sister who is a freshman in concert orchestra.  
Stephanie says that she would not be able to survive without music in her life. 
















